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I am conscious that a great many of you don't know very much about me and are won-
dering what I am like. ;
Sonny Terry and Brownie McGee were here recdntly, down to the Java Express. I went
down te sec them with my mother and found them to be very personable people (not that it
mattcred, considering that they were njjjji). Old Sonny started one up that I wish my
mother hada't heerd, abuut how he found this old gal and what he did with her. It's not
that there was anything unusual about what he did, especially in this new liberated era
(for example, compare him with a Johnny Carson swinger club), but the way he described it
and just basically what he's like changed it some, There were some real fine songs, and
Brownie had a few about his tribulgsions, but they left out all the gospel ones that I
thought my mother would enjoy. My favorite was one that scemed to describe an attack on
a sweet potato or something. There was plenty of rhythm in their singing, which &sn't
always the case!l All in all it was the best performance l1've seen in years, certainly
better than Jean Ritchie, and better
also than the Charlie Mingus set whic
was done in an uptight and cerebral
environment. (He'had no chance to
call them popaloppers). In the place
we were in, there was nothing but
groups of beatniks, some of them =
with thosd perennial beards, Of
course, the new thing is here with
the beatniks, and they're not beat-
niks ahy more, That's old. They're
scholars, with unusual idiosyncra-
cies I think.
After the think was over, and

Sonny & Brownie were coming to bhe This is the ship 1n SPACED: 1999
back tables, my mother gave Brcwnie and its means of volition for
a pat on the back and told him she getting from paanet to planet

thought he was great. I guess she
must have enjoyed the concert, and Brownie gave her a big old grin and houdg.

That dude girl from the poetry digs, I bumped-into her again. She had no chance to
say what was what, but I could see she was thinking poetry is king.

Somehow I get the feeling you don't really want to know all this stuff. Well--here!--
have a sip of absinthe; it will put you in the mood,but slowly,and without any moral harm.
(I've just seen a Bloch film).

Got an 1lp "album'" called BOA CONSTRICTOK/FERN FOREST or something like that, and on
the back was this guy with a large python crawling over him, It didn't correspond with
the title, and I couldn't figure out how they made a Mr. Ed out of that snake. I could
Jjust see him opening his flapper and saying "Charlie baby, We've got to RAZZ MA TAZZl"
Another record these Miro-like people were smuggling a snake into a city. Unfortunately
my record player blew out and I cant listen to the music inside. It's part of the gener-
al Janis Ian tendency, that's the way I'd put it. (Record players blowing),

Purdue has sent me a letter saying we can as a club (the Interstellars) take advan-
tage of its professional speaker program and have our group lectured. We are getting
recognized as' a club; and of coursd pur club fanzine VOR-ZAP is still available to those
of you who have clubs of wour own and want to trade club fanzines.

" Got a great big old new car. 62 Chevvy., Got a fast pickup and cost $1500 which I
split with my brother. ~Now ing spite of the absense of J-2's up front this three-scater
road hawg makes me feel about as proud:as ever I've felt., I already banged into some Jamcs
Dean like charscter with it, and my brother swept it off some roadsigns.

Speaking of hawgs, I got vaccinated against the swine-flu recently. There was a
statement handed out saying people had been known to die from the vaccine, but it was
rare and you'd know for sure within L8 hours. After that length of time I felt hike a
rrince. I just thought I'd let you know I won't mind reading your crudzines any more.

Voted for Ford...for TAFF. Seriously, I thought he would be a fine new president on
top of his old one, but the handle must not have workdd--ag you saw lastish:Cater,

As Mort Sahl says: " Ford may not be the best President we've ever had, but he's
certainly the only one., 7unat gold suit Ford was wearing outshone Nixon's blue one, but
I prefer Carter's pinstripes, if only because I know where he bought it. I didn't vote
for either one,..I got aroused by the voting machine and stood lookihg at it. When it
started to speak its words were not cheering: "Let me outi" That old standby. At least
you don't have to worry about Washington any more, All you need to do is watch it. As
it watches you. It's not exactly a mutval admiration society 4.,it's more like Mutual of
Omaha. Or maybe Omaha itself. Did you read about one of Nixon's former aides being con-
verted to Christianity? It was better than cotton. He heard the word during a lull in
the emergency session., And it said nolle prosse, Waterpgate did it., He was the one with
his finger in the dike and he said he preferred the New Testament, No, it was the other
way around---when he found out what circumscusial evidencd was he said that. OSF fans in
the audience? Watergate in '78? Or what about just Jimmy Carter in '77? The space
rilots said they were scanning Watergate from up over, and were humming "Sweet Mary" to
keep from being mistaken for an ICBM, They were up there to be on Television. Know what
that was they were dropning in the Pacific? Gould, Langley and Searles."

In line with the above, I heard the Biscon., Everybody was saying "Floyd Tucker? I
thought you were Linda Ramer!" And the Man said, "Put another disc on,"
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